Between this early legend and the earliest mention of a shrine of Saint Triduana, a long lapse of time occurs, for the next information available comes from the chartularies of the Priory of St. Andrews, which mention the church of St The shadows were gathering around the church, however; Dr. John Sinclair, who became dean in 1545, was described by one ofhis contemporaries as " a worldly wise man and not ungodly in understanding the truth ", but he excited very different feelings in the breast of John Knox, the outspoken reformer, who wrote of " that perfyt hypocryte John Sinclare . . . . . blind of ane eie in his body, but of boith in his saule". As the present incumbent of Restalrig writes: "it is interesting to speculate what part this personal antipathy played in the utter destruction of the fabric ", for in 1560 one of the first decrees of the general assembly of the Presbyterian Church of Scotland was that: " the Kirk of Restalrig as a monyment of idolatrie be raysit and utterly casten downe and destroyed". This edict was carried out almost to the letter, for, with the exception of the East window and the walls of the chancel, the stones were cairried away to rebuild the Netherbow port (gate) of Edinburgh city. For nearly 300 years the church remained a gaunt ruin; one engraving shows one corner only standing, and nearby the hexagonal building, then believed to be a chapter or assembly house, although such would be unusual in a collegiate church.
In 1837 the church was rebuilt by the Restalrig Friendly Society and passed into the hands of the Established Church of Scotland. At this time the hexagonal building, which was believed to be a chapter house or mausoleum, LEGEND AND SHRINE OF SAINT TRIDUANA was roofless and filled with earth to a height of 12 ft. In 1907 the earth was excavated at the instance of the Earl of Moray, on whose land the chapel stood, and according to Ross (1912) an attempt was made to asphalt the floor to exclude a constant rise of water. Finally it became obvious that this was impossible as the rise was due not to seepage, but to a spring under pressure, and the floor remained covered by a foot of water. It then became apparent that the building closely resembled the wellhouse of St. Margaret nearby, that a built-up arch 12 ft. high on the north side had probably led into the church, and that, therefore, the building had originally been the well-house and chapel of the Blessed Virgin of Lestalryk. The roof was repaired and a statue of the Saint holding a thorn bush with her eyes transfixed on the branches was mounted thereon (Figure) , but the statue is now so smoke-blackened that details are not clearly perceptible. About half a mile away stands the Roman Catholic church of Saint Triduana, from which processions are made to the well on her holy day, October 8.
If we accept the legend, it would appear, by analogy with that of Saint Lucia, that British ophthalmologists can claim a patron saint of their own. 
